ﬁﬂ ”,0 Gour Hoad with

Christian Women & Job 50/?&’
A n/k/kﬂy 0/ wHH

Site Coordinator
Shelia Banks
5025 Spring Creek Drive
Guntersville, AL 35976
572-8969 shelia cell
www.cw jcofguntersville.org
Email:
sheliabanks49@yahoo.com

May 2009

Ready for a Class
Reunion?

Our first Class Reunion is
scheduled for Sat., June 13
at Civitan Pavilion in Gun-
tersville. Grads from all
four classes, their families,
mentors, instructors and
Sponsors are invited.

The children and teens will
have plenty to do enjoying
games at this picnic-style

| reunion, and the adults will
have an opportunity to
catch up with one another’s
lives and make new friends
as they join in the fun.

Lunch will be provided as
well as entertainment that
is guaranteed to get your
feet to tapping and hands
to clapping.

From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
the CWIC family will
come together for fun and
renewal. Don’t miss it!

kkkkk

Site Coordinator Shelia
Banks seeks your help in
securing speaking oppor-

tunities this summer.
Churches, women’s
groups, community
groups, recovery and re-
hab programs. Help us
get the word out — call
Shelia for a testimony or
CWIJC informational ses-
sion. 572-8969 cell.

Spring ‘09 Class. L to R. Libby Odell, Jerica Tanksley, Jennifer Collins, Lauren Wil-
liams, Connie Smitherman, Debra Turner, Donna Wilson and Leanna Pezzeca. In front is
Site Coordinator Shelia Banks.

Eight Graduate Spring 2009 Session

At the First United Methodist Church on April 25, eight women completed the
CWIC instructional program and testified to new knowledge and new hope.

Some said they changed habits or attitudes and learned about making wise choices.
Connie, Lauren and Jennifer got jobs even before the session ended. Debra and
Donna completed dental assistant training. Jennifer received a scholarship for col-
lege or job training. Libby is on a fast track to pass her GED test and enroll in a
chef’s training program. Lauren will go to cosmetology school. Leanna will soon
be a full time mom to three beautiful children. Jerica has gained confidence and
commitment in her role as mom to her baby daughter. With great emotion, two are
regaining custody of their children. Jennifer said she was full of remorse and self
condemnation when she came to CWIC, but learned to “/if up her head” and for-
give herself because Christ has forgiven her.

Four brave ladies were candid about allowing a drug or alcohol habit to rule and
ruin their lives in the past. They are drug free, secure in Christ, and emphatic abou
their determination, with the Lord’s help, to be free from those chains forever.

More than 100 people attended graduation and enjoyed the reception afterward.
First Methodist Pastor Terry Bentley and several staff and church members opened
their arms and hearts to CWJC for this event. Thanks to all at this wonderful
church for hosting the Celebration of Hope and for their support of this ministry.



On the Front Line Several had no income and one of |
you gave them jobs they could do =

G Sneics Hanks while they finished CWJC

I cannot believe how time has flown by this session. 1 classej.th One of the women

had tears as I watched the girls leave the classroom for ~ Started the session with the

the last time clothes on her back and one ex-
) tra pair of jeans and shirt.

Some of you gave clothing she could

wear and toiletries for basic cleanliness. Many of you
cooked and brought lunch for them, so we know they
and their children were well nourished for that day. Fac-
tory Connection outfitted the girls with new clothes for
Marvelous Monday and Graduation — incredible!

1 feel as though I am watching my children go out to
spread their wings into the wind. Please pray they will
be able to take the things they have learned and make a
wonderful life for themselves and their families. Pray
for the strength to keep moving forward. Not looking
back! Pray for wisdom for their mentors who will work
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e I’'m glad we had a good crowd at the Celebration of

Hope. Anyone who supports this ministry comes away
from graduation knowing they have not wasted their
time, talent, concern or money. Thank you so much.
People like you make my job fun and easy.

Thinking back to January when we started, 1 get over-
whelmed by God’s grace as He provides through you.
We had to find a home for one girl over a weekend and
one of you came through for us with a place to live.

'Advisory Council Hard At Work

| The Guntersville CWJC Advisory Council is a group of volunteers from the community that regularly meets and

| works on projects to benefit the participants, establishes policy, and determines and funds the budget. Generally,
the council supports operations by handling the business side of CWJC affairs. They just completed Marvelous
Monday and are working now on two events — the Class Reunion in June and the big fundraiser Best of the
Biessed: in September. Other work includes the sponsor program, which provides basic funding for partici-

| pants, curriculum, and child care.

In the photo below, the council members are dressed to serve food at Marvelous Monday. Held the last Monday
before graduation each semester, this is the night the participants meet their mentors. Council members shown
|are (back L to R)) Terrell England, Harold Alired, Lee Hoggle, Jo Gray, Richard Baker, Carolyn Addison and
| Sherry Owens. In front are Brenda Hicks, Carrie Broadus and Claudette DeMuth. Missing from the photo are
| Shelia Banks, Michael Ferguson, and Chris Todd.




His Grace is Sufficient:
A Testimony by Debra Turner

God’s grace and mercy are the only reasons I stand be-
fore you today. I was sexually abused many, many
times as a little girl. Ididn’t know it, but I was also
mentally abused until about age 26, until my first di-
vorce.

As a young pre-teen I started using drugs because I
thought it was my opening to “fit in.” There is guilt and
shame in my past with predators that preyed on my in-
nocence, took my self esteem, self worth and anything
inside of me that promoted a bright and promising fu-
ture. I became a rebellious, angry, and confused indi-
vidual with no direction and no feelings of purpose, ex-
cept to be abused and tormented.
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1 didn’t realize the self destruction that lay ahead. I did-
n’t trust or trusted too much. I ran away from home and Debra Turner. On a h:fe_chang[ng Journey.

I didn’t go to school and got more and more dependent

on drugs. That was my comfort zone. As my addiction

progressed I started stealing to pay for my drugs. That resulted in many years of a vicious cycle of jail, rehab, and
eventually prison — an event that didn’t stop me. I was a selfish person. I lost my children, my family, and my
self somewhere in the process.

| When I was a child I went to church but I didn’t know God. 1 would read my Bible when I was in jail (you

know — that jailhouse religion?), and at that time I meant what I prayed. But I’d go right back to the old me when
I’d get out. But I"d seen people that God had delivered from drugs and I wanted that. Being the addict that I was,
I wanted that instant gratification quick fix. It wasn’t until I BELIEVED God could work a miracle in me that He
did it.

I had quit using drugs before I started CWJC, but still had no sense of direction or self esteem. I did know I had to
do something, I just didn’t know what. Then I remembered about someone I knew that had gone through the Job
Corps and what it had done for them. Their old life had a lot of the same traits as mine so I came and signed up
with CWIC.

Life is about choices and that was truly my first right choice.

I quickly found out CWIJC is not a ME program. I often spoke too much, but I listened and I learned. All these
people — starting with Shelia Banks — showed me that God was waiting on me to be willing to surrender myself,
my addictions, and my hurt, shame and guilt. I never knew about forgiveness. But I now know that it is essential
for growth. IfI do not forgive, I’m not forgiven.

I realize we hurt the ones we love the most and I’ve hurt my family over and over. That old me — the abused
child, the childhood bully, the drug addict, the ex-convict — is DEAD! Today I choose to surround myself with
positive people. Iknow that my God is a God of forgiveness and restoration, and it is okay to be Debra Turner.
Today I have a promising future. I completed the dental assistant program and have the goal of becoming a dental
hygienist.

I know that I can’t do anything myself except make a mess of things, but with Christ I can do all things, Philippi-
ans 4:13.




lowship, or away from old friends that can’t relate to the new way of life. A mentor encourages right choices in
practical and spiritual matters. This is what Christian friends do, and it is what women who volunteer in the
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CWIC mentor program do. It is a special call to the ministry of loving our neighbor as ourselves. l
|

Eight women answered the call in April. Pictured above with the Class of Spring ‘09 are their new best friends.
Back L to R. Libby Odell, Angela Clark, Jerica Tanksley, Susan Tully, Lee Hoggle, Jennifer Collins, Alicia Tay- |
lor, Barbara Gunter, Donna Wilson, Leanna Pezzeca. Front L fo R. Lauren Williams, Connie Smitherman,
Debra Turner, Julie Brown. Nof pictured, mentor Courtney Martin. Please surround this part of CWJC with
continuing prayer.

Lift Up Your Head with
Christian Women’s Job Corps
5025 Spring Creek Drive
Guntersville, AL 35976

Coming up
Class Reunion
Sat., June 13
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Civitan Pavilion
Family Fun, Food,
Fellowship
See front page

Dest of the Blessed!
Sat., Sept 12, 6 p.m.
Save the date




